812 Worthington Ridge 

At head of Farmington Avenue 

1786 Hotel at Boston Corner on Boston Post Road — 
Benjamin Galpin 

Burned & rebuilt 1814 

Berlin Hotel & Post office — Jesse Hart 

1834-1842 Roswell C. Hart ran hotel.— 1842-1862 James 
B. Whaple ran hotel. Closed 1862. 

Colonial 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historic Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


The Berlin Hotel, 812 Worthington Ridge —c.1814. Located on what was 
originally known as “Boston Comer”. The hotel operated as a tavern run by 
Benjamin Galpin. It was a regular stopping place on the Boston Post Road. 
Stages running between Boston and New York changed horses there. The post 
office occupied a room until the hotel closed in 1862. Although altered over the 
years, the basic form of an early 19" century central-hall building remains. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Built in 1814, on Worthington Ridge, at what was once known as Boston 
Corners, the Berlin Hotel was a tavern on the Boston Post Road kept 

by Benjamin Galpin. Horses would be changed here and one room 
housed the post office. The hotel closed in 1862. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the 
Connecticut State Library Digital Collection. Slide # 023 
1814 Berlin Hotel Jesse Hart current owner: 
Russell S. Gold ~Worthington Ridge 
Wood house, peak roof, end brick chimney, near 
central; two stories and a half, 9 window front, cut 
stone foundation. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1814 Berlin Hotel-Jesse Hart current owner: Russell S. Gold Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 189 
1814 Berlin Hotel current owner: Russell Gold & Catherine Fisk Federal 


The Berlin Hotel (now a dwelling) is significant as a local cultural 
institution that can be traced back to the late 18th century. In 1786, 
Benjamin Galpin received a license to operate a tavern on what became 
known as "Boston Corner," and Berlin became a common stopping place 

on what was then the Boston Post Road. In 1800, when the Hartford and 
New Haven Turnpike was completed, Boston and New York stages changed 
horses at the Galpin Tavern. In 1813, Jesse Hart bought the tavern. 
In 1814, a store located on the present site of the War Memorial, just 
north of the tavern, caught fire and the original Galpin Tavern was 
burned. Jesse Hart built the present building and operated the tavern 
until his death in 1827. From 1834 to 1842, it was run by Roswell C. 
Hart; after that, it was purchased by James B. Whaples, who operated 


it for almost 20 years. Early in the 20th century, a large rear 
(continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. a" 
1810 current owner: Robert & Lisa Onofri 


Genealogy 

Benjamin Galpin 

Charter member of Harmony Lodge AFEN organized in 1791. Masonic 
emblem on tombstone. Owned his baptismal vows 28 JUN 1763 and 
owned covenant at Kensington Congregational Church (Christian Lane) 
Church since 1756. Kept Inn on Hartford, New Haven Path at Boston 
Corner - licensed March 1796. Later known as Berlin Hotel, 812 - 814 Worthington Ridge, Berlin, corner 
of Worthington Ridge and Middletown Rd.. He was a Constable in Middletown and one of the leading 
inhabitants of Worthington and Hartford County. In OCT 1772 sold land to Worthington Parish. Church 
was built. He was a member of Berlin Congregational Church. Brandegee - p 29, 45 North p 177 Hale - 49 
Census — 1790 


Benjamin Galpin (1733-1809) son of Caleb Galpin & Elizabeth Baldwin. In 1760 he married Elizabeth 
Dickinson (1736-1812). They had children: Benjamin, Hannah, James, Hannah, Roxy, Joseph, Jesse. 
They are buried in Bridge Cemetery. 


Jesse Hart 


Jesse Hart (1768-1827) son of Samuel Hart & Rebecca Norton. He lived at 203 Hudson Street. In 1792 
he married Lucy Beckley (1772-1814) daughter of Theodore Beckley & Lucy Kirby. They had children: 
Rebecca, Lucy, George, Harriet. Jesse was a cabinet maker, In 1813 he bought the Berlin Hotel. He was 
a tavern keeper and postmaster. In 1822 he married Mindwell Porter (1774-1875) daughter of Samuel 


Porter & Mindwell Griswold. Jesse was a half brother of Emma Hart Willard. They are buried in Bridge 
Cemetery. 


_ barn where he put up horses, and from the 
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The Berlin Hotel provided lively times _ 


BERLIN — In the early 1800s, some of the 
livelist times in town took place in the old 
Berlin Hotel, just south of the war 


$ about Berlin: 
The rebuilt hotel ‘shad 24 rooms and a 


Hotel 


from New Britain to collect the mail for that 
part of the town,” Note: New Britain was 
part of Berlin then, 

Miss Brandegee goes on to relate that 
“After Jesse Hart's death in 1827, Norris 
Wilcox, his son-in-law, became the 
proprietor. He ran the business about seven 
years and then went to New Haven where he 
became United States Collector of that 

rt.” 
aa ames B, Whapples bought the place in 
1842. By then, “The Post Office had been 
‘moved to another part of the town and the 
stage coaches were fast becoming a thing of 
the past, because the railroad had been built. 
A small stage ran back and forth between 
Worthington Rida ee the railroad station, 
ca: the mail and passengers. 

sane weéte no good roads in those days 
and the horses struggled through mud, in the 
spring, which was sometimes almost up to 
the hub of the wheel, In the winter the oxen 
and horses were brought out with plows to 
make the road passable. 

“The hotel was very comfortable and 

pleasant for guests when kept by Mr. 
Whaples and his wife and daughters. 
Sleighing parties made it a favorite resort. 
How the old walls resounded to the ring of 
happy young voices and to the sound of 
music and laughter when there was a 
wedding in the house. 
__ “Yes, there were weddings and one by 
one the daughters slipped away, to make 
homes of their own. Mr. Whaples, having run 
the business for many years, about 1863, 
thought it was time to retire, so he sold the 
property and went to live in the brick house 
on Norton Road or Hudson street as it is 
often called. Jesse Hart is said to have built 
that brick house and to have lived there 
before he bought the tavern. 


anged hands many times and slowly it 
[were all empty except for a short time the day 


This is what Miss Emily S. Brandegee had 
ay about the hotel in one of her historical 


Post Office was on the north side, 
_ “After Mr. Whaples left, the hotel ofa better place. 


large ballroom on the upper floor. Long 
barns were erected on the north side and in 
place of the store there was a well and 
wooden pump and a watering trough. From 
the ridge of the horse sheds, on a crane, 
Swung a large sign with a Spirited horse 
painted on it and the words ‘Berlin Hotel.’ 
“This place was the hay market for the 
Surrounding country and here horses were 
brought for sale or exchange. In one room of 
the house the Post Office was located. It was 
not only for Berlin but for neighboring 
towns. “ 
“As late as 1825 New Britain came to the 
Berlin Hotel for its mail. By 1900 the road on 
Worthington Ridge, or the Turnpike as it 


BERLIN HOTEL 4 i : 
This is how the Berlin Hotel looks today. Shown at right in the photo is the monument on Worthington Ridge. 
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was called, had been finished and the stage | 
Coaches which at the time of the Revolution | 
used to stop at the Inn on the Hartford and 
New Haven Paths (Lower lane) now. 
changed horses at the new hotel. 

“Ah. Those were lively days in old Berlin: 
dinner parties, Suppers and dancing in the 
ballroom and plenty of room for guests to, 
stay in the hotel. There was great) 
excitement in the village when the driver of 
the bus blew his horn to let Mr. Hart know 
that he was arriving with a lot of hungry 
passengers, and when the stage coach drawn 
by four horses rolled into the town, with its 
load of trunks and bags piled high on top, the 
women of the village ran to the windows to 


‘get a glimpse of the stylish passengers from) 


New York and Boston, 
“Soon after the arrival of the stage a 


horseman came dashing around the corner 


for want down were removed, and it felta thrill of life a new foundation, 
along its beams and it began slowly to move. 
“It's glory had departed and it looked as if It moved out into - aes where ie oe 
ve it might become a relic of the past. But one arbor used to stand, over the spot where 
ert a ee back rooms which were dragging it pet parrot was buried, then it was placed on 


“All its weak points were n 
and with paint its youth and b 
restored and it settled dow: 
happiness and domesticity,” 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 
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Town No.: Site No.: 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


(203) 566-3005 .- 
DISTRICT 


a: Wee 


IF NR, SPECIFY 


7 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 


#189 \“ 


Eds. Le | Ldaetvet Ee) Petentian 
(Historic) me = 


Berlin Hotel 


~ TOWN: CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
3 |__perlin Hart ford 
= ; NO NUMBER (andor location) 
6 812-4 Worthington Ridge 16-1/102/39 
re ~ OWNERIS) old, Russe * aa 
z Fiske, Catherine G., Leta B. Berlin 06037 Crubtic [X] Private 
oO - USE (Present) (Historie) 
Residence Hotel 
*ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIGLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE ' XPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Yes O No O Yes K] no 
F Y OF BUILDIN DATE O ON RU 1ON 
Federal 1814 
5. RIALIS) (Indicate use of location when appropriate) h 
D) clopboord Asbestos Siding cE} Brick Dispecir,) 
0D Wood Shingle Byerer Siding O Fieldstone 
O Boord & Batten DO Stucco 0D Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: 0 Type: — 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
fx) Wood frome 0 Post and beam ane 
O Load bearing masonry ia Structural iron or steel 
LD other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Tepe) 
(x) Goble O Flot Oj Mansard O Monitor O sawtooth 
Other 
z iG: Gombrel O Shed [z) Hip oO Round (Specify) 
o 
E (Material) 
= Roll D 
vo O Wood Shingle Aspholt se Tin ie) Slote Gable end to the street 
w Other 
i Aspholt shingle 0 Built up O Tile Bg (Specify) es Ridge parollel to the street 


APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


39" a 36" 


C) reir 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 
2 1f2 


ONDITION (Structural) 


O Excellent {x Good 


13 INTEGRITY (1. aliont 


Lz] Deteriorated 


C Alterations) 


x] ves [Jno 


Chater) 


0 Excéallent ix) Good 


iF YES, EXPLAIN 


Siding 


© Foir 0 Deteriorated 


On original ( 
site Moved 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND URES 


ie) Barn OD Shed ‘e Garage 
eB ecg 0 Shop 0 Garden 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


OD Open land hing x) Residentiol 
dus- 
Do commereist [J wie [) Rurat 


0 Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


0 Scottered buildings visible from site 


{x) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANDO SURROUNDINGS 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District, just south of the 


World War I monument. 
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DATE . 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


The Berlin Hotel has a five-bay facade with a central Colonial Revival 
entry under an open-pediment portico on square posts. The entry has 

a paneled door, sidelights, and a radial fanlight with wooden muntins 
and a wooden keyblock. Windows are fitted with 6-over-6 sash, frame 
and surround details are obscured by modern siding and storm sash. 
Second-floor windows are located high under the eaves. The molded roof 
cornice shows a partial return across the gable ends. Side elevations 
have small attic windows. There is a side entry with fluted pilasters 
and a frieze with triglyphs on the left elevation. 


The Berlin Hotel (now a dwelling) is significant as a local cultural 

institution that can be traced back to the late 18th century. In 1786, 

Benjamin Galpin received a license to operate a tavern on what became 

known as "Boston Corner," and Berlin became a common stopping place 

on what was then the Boston Post Road. In 1800, when the Hartford and 

New Haven Turnpike was completed, Boston and New York stages changed 

horses at the Galpin Tavern. In 1813, Jesse Hart bought the tavern. 

In 1814, a store located on the present site of the War Memorial, just 

north of the tavern, caught fire and the original Galpin Tavern was 

burned. Jesse Hart built the present building and operated the tavern 

until his death in 1827. From 1834 to 1842, it was run by Roswell C. 

Hart; after that, it was purchased by James B. Whaples, who operated 

it for almost 20 years. Early in the 20th century, a large rear 
(continued) 

1855 Atlas 

1869 Atlas 

Brandegee, pp. 49-50 

North, pp. 177-80 ‘ 

Photo Collection, Berlin Free Library 


Berlin Hotel 


19. (continued) : 


extension was removed and the foundation was rebuilt. The current entry 
treatment also dates to the renovation. Although modern alterations 
have obscured much of the original fabric, the basic form of an early 
19th-century central-hall building remains. 


